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efforts, beginning with the preserva-

tion of Ovens Mouth East and West 

in 1993 and 1994, the Zak Preserve in 

2004 and the Griffin property in 2006. 

The proof of these successes shows 

up as footprints meandering across 

the exposed flats west of Route 27.       

Indeed, my routine visits to the Zak 

Preserve revealed an exciting new 

presence on the land and in the BRLT 

parking lot. Many mornings there 

were more than six vehicles parked, 

with clammers going to and fro seek-

ing to harvest our local clam, Mya 

arenaria, better known as the softshell 

clam.  

I n March, the Cross River once 

again saw the small boats and 

strong backs of local clammers muck-

ing their way through the mud flats. 

The Department of Marine Resources 

(DMR) reopened the area this 

year on a conditional basis, 

after water quality met state 

standards. As a requirement of 

the conditional status, the area 

will be closed from June 1 to 

August 31 and open to harvest 

during the rest of the year.  

     According to the DMR, 

shellfish areas along the coast 

are annually re-evaluated by 

DMR staff to identify and 

assess the impacts of pollu-

tion. Because shellfish are fil-

ter feeders, they accumulate 

pollution from the water in 

their tissue, leaving them unsafe for 

consumption. But if new water sam-

ples for an area show that water qual-

ity has improved and known pollution 

sources have been eliminated so that 

shellfish are safe to harvest, harvest-

able acreage can be increased. 

     The Cross River has long been a 

focus area for BRLT conservation 

     Preservation of Zak Preserve and 

its wetlands certainly has had an im-

pact on the water quality exiting Wild-

cat Creek and flowing into the Cross 

River. Without this protected re-

source, there might not be open clam 

flats in the area. BRLTõs Ovens 

Mouth preserve is also 

a critical link to the 

enhancement of the 

Cross River ecosystem. 

Located directly west 

of the Zak Preserve, it 

also provides a buffer 

that enhances the 

riverõs water quality. 

Without protected land 

buffering these critical 

natural resources, there 

might well have been 

many lost opportuni-

tiesénot just for 

clams and clam-

mersé.but for each of us. Driving 

past Wildcat Creek every day reminds 

me of the need to secure working wa-

terfronts and natural landscapes in the 

Boothbay region. Our natural and cul-

tural heritage depends upon our ef-

forts now, and in the future, to protect 

and enhance these areas for us and for 

our childrenõs children.  

H ELPING  CLAMMERS RETURN  TO CROSS RIVER  
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Please patronize our 2011 
Conservation Partners: 

By Jonathan Milne, Land Steward 

Looking out from Zak Preserve to the Cross River 

http://www.linekinbayresort.com/
http://www.knickerbockergroup.com/
http://www.midnightoilmaine.com/
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T he annual retreat of 

the Boothbay Re-

gion Land Trust Board of 

Directors was held on 

October 29. The focus of 

this retreat was on prepa-

rations for applying for 

accreditation through the National Land 

Trust Accreditation Commission. In 2010, 

BRLT was accepted into the Maine Excel-

lence Program administered through the 

Maine Land Trust Network (MLTN), which 

will provide up to $18,000 to support our ac-

creditation efforts. A portion of the money 

has been used to hire a certified MLTN Ac-

creditation Mentor, Deb Chapman, to guide 

us during our application process.  

     Serving as a facilitator, Deb led retreat dis-

cussions on the Boardõs initial self-assessment, 

compiled over the last two years. This organ-

izational assessment includes a review of 

BRLTõs mission, law compliance, Board ac-

countability, fundraising, use of volunteers, 

criteria for conservation projects and the 

process of land acquisition and easement 

monitoring. Board and staff tasks will be 

assigned and prioritized to assure that the 

Land Trust Alliance standards, which are key 

to accreditation, will be realized by 2013, our 

self-imposed deadline.  

     Other major land trusts that have 

achieved accreditation confirm that the proc-

ess substantially improves both staff profes-

sionalism and board competency, helping in 

particular to strengthen the organizationõs 

fiduciary and stewardship sustainability. Be-

cause easements acquired by land trusts must 

be protected in perpetuity, sustainability of 

the organization is critical to achieving ac-

creditation. Major donors and foundations 

are already beginning to look for the accredi-

tation seal of approval.  

     For BRLT, accreditation comes at a fit-

ting moment since we have grown signifi-

cantly in recent years Ĭ expanding our pre-

served lands, developing our education pro-

gram, improving easement monitoring and 

extending our stewardship activities. It is an 

exciting time in the evolution of the organi-

zation.  

Congratulations,  
Nick & Tracey! 

Nick Ullo, BRLT Executive Direc-

tor, and his wife Tracey Hall, 

BRLT Environmental Educator, 

welcomed baby Jessie Marina to 

the world on October 12. Weigh-

ing in at 7 pounds, 15 ounces, 

Jessie is already just 

about sleeping through 

the night, says Nick. 

http://www.bbrlt.org
mailto:brlt@bbrlt.org

