
 

 

Boothbay Region Land Trust Page 1 

     In the months since that first hike, 

I have met with hundreds of children 

on the BRLT preserves, most from 

the Yõs afterschool program and sum-

mer camp, others from the local 

schools and daycare programs. We 

have done everything from scooping 

up tadpoles in the vernal pools of 

Linekin Preserve to lying under the 

trees in the soft moss of Porter Pre-

serve.       

(Continued on page 3) 

L ast April, I walked into the 

YMCA and introduced myself to 

the dozen children present that day at 

the FitKidz afterschool program. As 

they ate carrot sticks, I informed them 

that my name was Tracey, nickname 

Turtle, and that I would be taking 

them on nature hikes once or twice a 

week. I immediately heard some 

groans from the group. One boy 

asked òWhy do we have to go for 

hikes?ó while another announced, òI 

hate nature.ó   

     With terms like òNature Deficit 

Disorderó being used to define 

youthõs current relationship with the 

outdoors, these responses came as no 

surprise.  The amount of time children 

spend outside has declined dramati-

cally with the advent of television, 

video games, and suburban living. 

     That day, we all walked from the Y 

to Penny Lake Preserve, pausing to 

look at the cattails and a vulture flying 

overhead.  After talking about the diet 

of the bird, I explained how a vultureõs 

defense is projectile vomiting.  A few 

òewwsó and giggles came from the 

group.  We returned to the Y, the kids 

glowing with stories of our walk. 

By Tracey Hall 

THE  LAND  TRUST  
REVISES ITS 

M ISSION STATEMENT  

A s part of best practices, each 

year the BRLT develops annual 

work plans to accomplish its mission. 

The Land Trust also periodically re-

views its mission statement to make 

sure it clearly states the work of the 

organization. Many members over the 

years have suggested that the mission 

statement was too long. The mission 

statement read: òTo preserve the spe-

cial beauty and natural resources of 

the region while providing public ac-

cess and recreational opportunities; 

and to provide and promote education 

about wildlife, ecology, conservation 

and local history. 

     In January, the BRLT Board of 

Directors reviewed the Land Trustõs 

mission statement, discussed other 

land trustsõ mission statements, and 

assessed the BRLTõs current work  

and the opportunities ahead. As a re-

sult, the BRLTõs mission statement 

has been updated to more succinctly 

reflect our work (and shortened so 

that it can be read without taking a 

breath!).   

(Continued on page 6) 

YMCA spring recess participants enjoy a day at 
the tidepools of Hermit Island  

Our 2011 Annual 
Sponsors: 

 
(see article page 7) 
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http://www.linekinbayresort.com/
http://www.knickerbockergroup.com/
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S ince 1980, the 

Boothbay Region 

Land Trust has worked 

with the regionõs commu-

nities to preserve special 

places such as Ovens 

Mouth, Penny Lake, 

Damariscove Island and more. Caring for the 

land, however, has always been much more 

than creating a preserve. The Land Trust has 

many tools available to conserve the regionõs 

historic places, as well as its economic and 

cultural resources. 

     For example, the BRLT relies upon local, 

state and federal regulations to ensure the 

quality of our waters, air and habitats. In addi-

tion, certain state programs provide incentives 

for conservation of woodlands, farmland and 

open space. We also rely on local planning 

processes and ordinances to protect the natu-

ral resources so crucial to the quality of our 

lives and the strength of our economy. 

     The new state administration has an-

nounced plans to make major changes in 

certain Maine laws and regulations, which 

could directly impact our ability to carry out 

the BRLT mission. We plan to closely moni-

tor proposed legislation that is in direct op-

position to our mission.  

     Our advisors and staff keep well in-

formed about proposed legislation through 

their contacts with the Maine Land Trust 

Network and local representatives. When 

appropriate, we may participate in hearings 

and regional responses.  

     If you are interested in participating or 

want to be informed about the latest devel-

opments, please contact Skye Wood at the 

BRLT office (207) 633-4818 or e-mail her at   

vwood@bbrlt.org.  

T he BRLT has always valued responsible 

stewardship. In addition to the manage-

ment of Land Trust preserves and easements, 

conscientious stewardship of the private land 

in our region is also very important to us. We 

strive to educate visitors and residents of the 

Boothbay region about the importance of 

land conservation and public access. The 

BRLT office is open Monday through Friday, 

9-5, and our professional staff is available as a 

resource.  

     Past Land Steward Larry Brown will be 

missed as a BRLT employee (see article next 

page). He has left the preserves in fine condi-

tion for his replacement. It comforts me to 

know that Larry will continue his involve-

ment as a volunteer and assist in the training 

of our new Land Steward. 

     We are fortunate to have a first-rate staff, 

but our volunteers are what make the BRLT 

strong. Last year, more than 400 people of-

fered their time and talent to the Land Trust, 

many of whom helped out on the day of 

Boat Builders Festival. Although the festival 

will not take place this year, we still need 

dedicated volunteers to assist us with a num-

ber of community events (see page 4). 2011 

is shaping up to be a very busy year for the 

Boothbay Region Land Trust and I hope we 

can keep you engaged! 

N ICK: STEWARDSHIP , VOLUNTEERS  ARE KEY 



 

 

preciated Carolyn Shubertõs able assistance when I started 

my job at the Land Trust.  

     My hope is that everyone who loves this area will hike 

the BRLT trails to explore the preserves. We are all stew-

ards of these beautiful properties entrusted to our care. 

                       Larry Brown  

Campers from YMCAõs Camp  
Knickerbocker study the forest floor  
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  MEMBERSHIP  DOES MATTER   

M embership matters for two rea-

sons: it creates a Boothbay Re-

gion Land Trust family that we keep 

informed about our programs and 

events, as well as providing advance 

notices and news updates between 

each yearõs three regular newsletters. 

Second, most grants consider the size 

of the membership in relation to the 

organizationõs community and purpose 

as an important parameter in deciding 

whether to help fund both conserva-

tion and education projects, and some 

even take into account the renewal 

rate.  

     If you believe in our mission, if you 

walk our preserves or attend our 

events, then it is important that you ð  

or you and your family ð are counted. 

(It should be noted that the BRLT 

never shares its membersõ private in-

formation). 

     The income from membership is 

essential for the BRLT to conduct our 

THANKS  , LARRY ð 
WEõLL  M ISS YOU! 

F or the past ten months, I have been fortunate to serve 

as Land Steward for the Boothbay Region Land Trust. 

Although I am leaving this position,  I look forward to stay-

ing involved with the Land Trust as a volunteer.  

     I am grateful to the dedicated volunteers who worked 

with me to improve the 30 miles of hiking trails, which of-

fer residents and visitors the opportunity to explore the 

natural beauty of the Boothbay region. I extend my grati-

tude to the volunteer stewards who donated their time and 

energy to help care for the preserves,  and to the members 

of the stewardship committee who share my passion to 

preserve the natural resources of our region while providing 

access through the BRLT hiking trails.  

     I have enjoyed working with Nick, Julie and Skye, the 

BRLTõs knowledgeable and hard-working staff. I also ap-

     The Osprey program is just begin-

ning, but it has great potential. Despite 

the snow, the FitKidz and I have been 

out hiking and exploring all winter. 

Attitudes have changed, including the 

boy who announced he hated nature. 

He recently informed me that he has a 

nature shelf in his bedroom, full of the 

pinecones, shells, and rocks discov-

ered on our hikes. 

     The BRLT expresses its great ap-

preciation to the Louise H. and David 

S. Ingalls Foundation for funding the 

Osprey Program. 

(Continued from page 1) 

work. As the number of our preserves 

has grown, as well as the increasing 

variety of events we offer (almost all 

free of charge), so has our reliance on 

a steady constituency to provide basic 

support for our operation.  Whatever 

level of membership you choose, we 

deeply appreciate the support of each 

and every member of our BRLT fam-

ily.  

     Questions about membership? 

Please contact Skye at the BRLT of-

fice: (207) 633-4818. 

Larry with his two Shelties, Jay Jay and  Finny 

The Osprey Program  

Join Now! 

http://www.bbrlt.org/bbrlt_join_us.html
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¶ to work toward Land Trust ac-

creditation; and 

¶ to host the BRLTõs 4th quadren-

nial art auction as a major fund-

raiser (see article on age 6). 

     The need for volunteers doesnõt 

end with the Boat Builders Fes-

tival, however. As we celebrate 

the Year of Stewardship and 

work on our community col-

laboration, we need and wel-

come all volunteers.  

     There will be many opportu-

nities this year for you to partici-

pate. For example,  you can help 

with trail maintenance or get 

involved with the community 

activities we plan to support. 

2011 EVENTS TO CELEBRATE  THE  YEAR OF STEWARDSHIP   

I n 2011, the Boothbay Region Land Trust celebrates the 

Year of Stewardship. That means we are asking our 

members to òact locallyó and be good stewards of the land, 

wherever they may be. To assist our members in this ap-

peal, we are offering many free educational events that are 

geared toward families and that encourage community in-

volvement. We want to help you make your community a 

better place to live! 

     We began the year with the ôStewardship Series,õ com-

prising three events that covered oceans, wetlands and for-

ests, and their importance on a global scale. In April, we 

will offer a chainsaw course led by Tom Hoerth, the arbor-

ist for the City of Bath, to help small landowners use safe 

and sustainable clearing techniques. This summer we will 

look at the natural resource industry in Maine. First we will 

host lobsterman, Clive Farrin, for òLife by Lobsteró at 

Robertõs Wharf, and then òBackyard Beekeepingó with 

John Webster, president of the Knox/Lincoln County Bee-

keepers Association. Both events will explore the use and 

importance 

of these 

resources . 

Throughout 

the year, 

Tracey Hall, 

BRLTõs en-

vironmental 

e d u c a t o r , 

will lead a fam-

ily night hike series for children and parents to explore wildlife.   

     These are just some of the events we are offering this 

year. As usual, the BRLT has many hikes, kayak trips, and 

our annual Damariscove expedition scheduled as well. Be-

cause most of our events are free to the public and well 

attended, we have had to set limits on attendees. To attend 

an event, you must register with the office by calling (207) 

633-4818 or email brlt@bbrlt.org. To learn more about our 

events, go to www.bbrlt.org.  

CALLING  ALL  VOLUNTEERS :  
WE NEED  YOU! 

F or the past eight years, the BRLTõs Boat Builders Festival has been 

the cornerstone fundraising event for 

our organization. More than 300 volun-

teers helped make the Festival a success 

each year, along with the volunteer 

steering committee and, most recently, 

Tracey Hall, the 2010 Event Manager.  

     In 2011, the BRLT will take a break 

from the Festival for several reasons: 

¶ to develop new ideas and secure    

volunteer leadership for a future 

festival; 

¶ to increase our collaboration in 

the community by participating in 

other community activities; 

¶ to catch up on trail projects and 

maintenance; 

There are also many special events in 

the region in which the BRLT will 

participate. See the next page for a 

complete list of volunteer opportuni-

ties ð simply check the box for each 

category that interests you and mail it 

back to the office. You can also con-

tact Skye at (207) 633-4818 or 

vwood@bbrlt.org.  

Lobstermen Clive Farrin and Fred Farnham 
work alongside the BRLTõs Nick Ullo to clean 

Damariscoveõs shores last fall 

Lauren Stockwell presented òWhy Wetlands?ó at 
McSeagullõs Restaurant earlier this year 

http://www.bbrlt.org/bbrlt_calendar.html
http://www.bbrlt.org/bbrlt_calendar.html

